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Charlie & Frog: A Mystery 

by Karen Kane 
Discussion and Activity Guide  

  
 

 
 

About the Book 
 

All Charlie Tickler wants is for his parents to listen.  
Charlie’s parents have left him (again). This time they are off to South Africa to help giant golden 
moles. And Charlie? He’s been dumped with his TV-obsessed grandparents. Lonely and curious, 
Charlie heads into the village of Castle-on-the-Hudson, where a frightened old woman gives him 
a desperate message—in sign language. When suddenly the woman disappears, Charlie is 
determined to find answers. 
  
All Francine (aka Frog) Castle wants is to be the world’s greatest detective.  
Frog, who is Deaf, would rather be solving crimes than working at the Flying Hands Cafe. When 
Charlie Tickler walks into the cafe looking for help, Frog jumps at the chance to tackle a real-life 
(maybe) murder mystery. 
 
Together, Charlie and Frog set out to decipher a series of clues and uncover the truth behind the 
missing woman’s message. Charlie needs to learn American Sign Language (fast) to keep up with 
quick-witted Frog. And Frog needs to gather her detective know-how (now) to solve the mystery 
before it’s too late.  
 
 

 

Discussion Guide 
 
 

1. What is Charlie like as a person? What is Frog like as a person? How are their families 
different from each other? Do you think the type of families Charlie and Frog have 
influences who they are? 
 

2. Vince Vinelli, the host of Vince Vinelli’s Worst Criminals Ever!, likes to say “When crime is 
a fact, good people act!” and “Good people do good things.” What does it mean to be a 
good person? Can you be a good person without doing good things?  
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3. Charlie asks Yvette if people can be good even if they don’t look good. Do you think you 
always have to look good to be good. Do you think that people who look good on the 
outside are always good?  
 

4. In the graveyard, Frog tells Charlie “That’s what it means to be a family—you have to 
care.” What makes someone your family member? Do you have to be blood related to 
someone to be in their family? Can you decide who your family is?  
 
 

5. At the end of Charlie & Frog, Charlie shows his parents the sign Mrs. Castle used when 
she tucked him into bed in Oliver’s room. The sign is “I love you,” but in ASL it has many 
meanings. Oliver tells Charlie Mrs. Castle used the “I love you sign” to mean, “I’m here if 
you need me.” What other ways are there to tell someone you care about a person 
without using the words “I love you?”  
 

6. Discuss the different ways characters “listen” in Charlie & Frog? Can you be Deaf and 
“listen”? Can you be hearing and not “listen”? How does Obie the Deafblind caretaker 
listen? What kind of listening does Grandpa Tickler discover when playing cards with 
Charlie near the end of the book? 
 
 

7. Dorrie McCann, Frog’s favorite detective, puts on a red scarf when she needs to be 
reminded of her own power inside of herself. Is there something you wear or hold when 
you need to be reminded that you are strong and have your own power inside? 
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Activity Guide 
 
 

 Learn American Sign Language 
 
Charlie learns American Sign Language (ASL) from Frog in both Charlie & Frog and The Boney 
Hand. Each chapter header shows a sign that Charlie learns.  Watch a video of Deaf illustrator 
Carlisle Robinson signing each of those signs, and practice along with Carlisle. 
 
Learn the signs in Charlie & Frog   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZnQ3rTf1Io   
 
Learn the signs in The Boney Hand   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGiOm63_jwg 
 
 
Charlie & Frog in ASL 
 
The complete book of Charlie & Frog has been translated into American Sign Language (ASL) by 
Deaf educator Dr. Bobbie Jo Kite Herbold: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/@charliefrog2361/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=0 
 
 
Educators in Deaf Schools and Deaf/HH classrooms: Watch each chapter of Charlie & Frog in ASL 
and then read that chapter in English.  
 
Educators of children who don’t know ASL: watch chapter 1 of Charlie & Frog in ASL and see 
what signs your students pick up. What do they notice about Bobbie Jo’s facial expressions as 
she signs? Remember, in ASL facial expressions are part of ASL grammar.  
 
Learn the fingerspelled alphabet and numbers 1-10 
Use the fingerspelling sheet to practice the fingerspelled alphabet and numbers 1-10. 
Have your students practice fingerspelling their name. Then make a circle. Someone starts by 
fingerspelling another student’s name without looking at them. The student whose name is 
fingerspelled must point to themselves and then fingerspell someone else’s name. Continue until 
everyone has had at least one turn.   
  
 
 



 

 4 

 


